
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BUCHANAN COUNTY, MISSOURI 

 

TYLER FEE    ) 

By and through his Guardian  ) 

And Conservator, Steven Fee,  ) 

2709 Renick    ) 

St. Joseph, MO 64507   ) 

      ) 

  Plaintiff,   ) 

      ) 

 VS.     )  Case No. 15BU-CV02918 

      )  Division: 1 

Buchanan County, Missouri  ) 

SERVE:      ) 

County Commissioner   ) 

411 Jules Street, Rm. 122  ) 

St. Joseph, MO 64501   ) 

      )  Jury Trial Demanded 

And      ) 

      ) 

Commissioner Harry Roberts  ) 

411 Jules Street, Rm. 122  ) 

St. Joseph, MO 64501   ) 

      ) 

And      ) 

      ) 

Commissioner Dan Hausman  ) 

411 Jules Street, Rm. 122  ) 

St. Joseph, MO 64501   ) 

      ) 

And      ) 

      ) 

Commissioner Ron Hook  ) 

411 Jules Street, Rm. 122  ) 

St. Joseph, MO 64501   ) 

      ) 

And      ) 

      ) 

Sheriff Mike Strong   ) 

Buchanan County Jail   ) 



501 Faraon Street    ) 

St. Joseph, MO 64501   ) 

      ) 

And      ) 

      ) 

Captain Jody Hovey   ) 

Buchanan County Jail   ) 

501 Faraon Street    ) 

St. Joseph, MO 64501   ) 

      ) 

And      ) 

      ) 

Corporal Eric McMillen  ) 

Buchanan County Jail   ) 

501 Faraon Street    ) 

St. Joseph, MO 64501   ) 

      ) 

And      ) 

      ) 

Advanced Correctional    ) 

Healthcare, Inc.,    ) 

SERVE: Registered Agent  ) 

CT Corporation System   ) 

120 South Central Ave.   ) 

Clayton, MO 63105   ) 

      ) 

And      ) 

      ) 

Norman Johnson, MD,   ) 

ACH Corporate Office   ) 

3922 W. Baring Trace   ) 

Peoria, IL 61615    ) 

      ) 

And      ) 

      ) 

Zachary Grimes, RN   ) 

ACH Corporate Office   ) 

3922 W. Baring Trace   ) 

Peoria, IL 61615    ) 

      ) 



And      ) 

      ) 

Gregory Rakestraw, MD,  ) 

1137 Independence Drive  ) 

West Plains, MO 65775   ) 

      ) 

And      ) 

      ) 

Jay A. Riseman, MD   ) 

12000 Wornall Road   ) 

Kansas City, MO 64145   ) 

      ) 

And      ) 

      ) 

Christy Barron, LPN   ) 

Buchanan County Jail   ) 

501 Faraon Street    ) 

St. Joseph, MO 64501   ) 

      ) 

And      ) 

      ) 

Ann Slagle, LPN    ) 

Buchanan County Jail   ) 

501 Faraon Street    ) 

St. Joseph, MO 64501   ) 

      ) 

  Defendants.   ) 

 

 

PETITION FOR DAMAGES 

COMES NOW Plaintiff Tyler Fee, through his duly appointed guardian and 

conservator, Steven Fee, by and through undersigned counsel and for his Petition 

for Damages against the Defendants, states as follows: 

 



Nature of the Action 

1.  This is a civil action brought by Plaintiff Tyler Fee, by and through his duly 

appointed guardian and conservator, Steven Fee, for the denial of certain 

constitutional rights by defendants while Tyler Fee incarcerated in the Buchanan 

County Jail, in Buchanan County, Missouri from July 5, 2015, up to and including 

July 15, 2015. Specifically, defendants were deliberately indifferent to Tyler Fee’s 

serious medical needs in violation of his rights as a pretrial detainee under the 

Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution. 

2. Plaintiff also brings state law claims against certain of the Defendants for 

medical malpractice. 

3. Plaintiff  also brings state law claims against Defendant Advanced 

Correctional Healthcare (hereinafter ACH) for supervisory negligence, for its 

negligence and other torts in its provision of healthcare personnel and human 

relations services to the Buchanan County Jail. 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

4. All of the events, healthcare services and injuries giving rise to Plaintiff Tyler 

Fee’s causes of action for first occurred in Buchanan County, Missouri; therefore 

both jurisdiction and venue are properly before this Honorable Court.  

 

 



Parties 

5. Plaintiff Tyler Fee is of legal age and a citizen and resident of the state of 

Missouri, and his father, Steven Fee has previously been appointed by this court as 

Tyler Fee’s guardian and conservator pursuant to 13BU-PR01268, Judgment 

Appointing Guardian/Conservator of Adult, and also resides in Buchanan County, 

Missouri. 

6. Defendant Buchanan County, Missouri (hereinafter “County”) is a Missouri 

county. It is responsible for funding the Buchanan County Jail, including medical 

care at the jail. Defendant Buchanan County contracted with defendant Advanced 

Correctional Healthcare, Inc. to provide medical services at the Buchanan County 

Jail. 

7. Defendant Harry Roberts, Defendant Dan Hausman, and Defendant Ron Hook 

are each Buchanan County Commissioners (hereinafter “Commissioners”). At all 

relevant times, they each possessed final policy-making authority for Buchanan 

County, and it was their policies, lack of policies, training and personnel 

management decisions that resulted in a violation of the Plaintiff’s constitutional 

rights and deliberate indifference to his serious medical condition.  Defendants 

Roberts, Hausman, and Hook are sued in their official capacities.  Defendants 

Roberts, Hausman and Hook are all residents of Buchanan County, Missouri. 



8. At all times relevant hereto, Defendant Mike Strong was the Buchanan County 

Sheriff.  As the sheriff, among other things, he is responsible for management of 

the Buchanan County Jail. Defendant has a statutory duty under Missouri law to 

attend to the medical needs of inmates in the Buchanan County Jail. He at all 

relevant times possessed final policy –making authority for the County, and it was 

those policies, lack of policies, training and personnel management decisions that 

resulted in a violation of the Plaintiff’s constitutional rights and deliberate 

indifference to his serious medical condition.  Defendant Strong’s conduct in this 

case was under the color of law. Defendant Strong is sued in his individual and 

official capacity.  Defendant Strong is a resident of Buchanan County, Missouri. 

9. At all relevant times hereto, Defendant Jody Hover was the Division 

Commander for the Corrections Division of the Buchanan County Sheriff’s 

Department.  At all times relevant hereto he was the administrator of the jail, and 

the supervisor of the jail staff.  He at all relevant times possessed final policy –

making authority for the County, and it was his policies, lack of policies, training 

and personnel management decisions that resulted in a violation of the Plaintiff’s 

constitutional rights and deliberate indifference to his serious medical condition. 

Defendant Hover’s conduct in this case was under the color of law.  Defendant 

Hover is sued in his individual and official capacity.  Defendant Hover is a resident 

of Buchanan County, Missouri. 



10. At all relevant times hereto, Defendant Corporal Eric McMillen was the day 

shift supervisor for the Corrections Division of the Buchanan County Sheriff’s 

Department.  At all relevant times he was an administrator of the jail, and a 

supervisor of the jail staff.  Defendant McMillen’s conduct in this case was under 

the color of law.  Defendant McMillen is sued in his individual and official 

capacity.  Defendant McMillen is a resident of Buchanan County, Missouri. 

11. Defendant Advanced Correctional Healthcare, Inc. (ACH) is a private 

for-profit corporation, organized under the laws of the State of Illinois, that is 

under a contractual obligation to provide medical care for inmates in the Buchanan 

County Jail, and at all times relevant hereto, ACH provided medical personnel,  

including but not limited to physicians, licensed practical nurses and other persons 

to work at the Buchanan County Jail.  

12. At all times relevant hereto, ACH acted through its servants, employees and 

agents, including but not limited to Dr. Gregory Rakestraw, Dr. Jay Riseman,  

Zachary Grimes, RN, LPN Christy Barron and LPN Ann Slagle, and ACH is 

vicariously liable for the negligent acts and/or failures to act of each of its 

employees. 

13. At all times relevant hereto, Dr. Gregory Rakestraw, Dr. Jay Riseman, LPN, 

Zachary Grimes, RN, Christy Barron and LPN Ann Slagle provided healthcare 

services in Buchanan County, Missouri.   



14. ACH is not a licensed medical or health care provider in the State of Missouri, 

but at all times relevant hereto was providing healthcare services in St. Joseph, 

Buchanan County, Missouri.   

15. Defendant Norman R. Johnson , M.D. is a physician who serves as the 

CEO of ACH. He is sued in his individual capacity only. 

16. At all times relevant hereto, Defendant Dr. Gregory Rakestraw, M.D. was the 

corporate medical director for ACH, and a physician who was employed by ACH 

to provide medical treatment and services for persons incarcerated at the Buchanan 

County Jail.  At all times relevant hereto, Defendant Rakestraw was acting as an 

agent, servant and employee of ACH, and his actions, described more fully below, 

were taken under the color of law.  

17. At all times relevant hereto, there existed a physician – patient relationship 

between Tyler Fee and Dr Gregory Rakestraw. 

18. At all times relevant hereto, Defendant Dr. Jay A. Riseman, MD, was a 

physician who was employed by ACH to provide medical treatment and services 

for persons incarcerated at the Buchanan County Jail, and his actions, described 

more fully below, were taken under the color of law.  

19. At all times relevant hereto, there existed a physician – patient relationship 

between Tyler Fee and Dr. Jay Riseman. 



20. At all times relevant hereto, Defendant Zachary Grimes, R.N., was employed 

by ACH as medical director at the Buchanan County Jail. 

21. At all times relevant hereto, Defendant Christy Barron was a Licensed Practical 

Nurse employed by ACH to provide nursing services at the Buchanan County Jail. 

22. At all times relevant hereto, Defendant Ann Slagle was a Licensed Practical 

Nurse who was employed by ACH to provide nursing and medical services for 

inmates at the Buchanan County Jail at all relevant times. 

Allegations Common to all Counts 

23. Plaintiff Tyler Fee, a 25 year-old St. Joseph, Missouri resident, was arrested on 

third degree assault and placed in the Buchanan County Jail on or about July 5, 

2015. 

24. Approximately two years prior to his incarceration, Plaintiff Fee suffered a 

traumatic brain injury that resulted in his suffering from a seizure disorder, 

depression, muscle spasms, and severe anxiety attacks.   

25. At the time of his arrest and incarceration, Plaintiff’s various conditions were 

being successfully managed by his treating doctor with prescription medications. 

26. A medical screening of Plaintiff Fee was conducted on July 5, 2015, at 

approximately 8:22p.m., at the Buchanan County Jail which confirmed that 

Plaintiff was currently under the care of a Physician, was currently taking 

medication, and did suffer from seizures. 



27. Jail personnel also confirmed, no later than July 6, 2015, that Plaintiff Fee 

suffered from what jail records describe as “major mental illness”.  

28. Following Plaintiff’s arrest, his father, Steven Fee, contacted the Buchanan 

County Jail on July 5, 2015, and spoke with Defendant Barron, and advised her of 

the fact that Tyler had previously suffered a traumatic brain injury and was on 

numerous prescription medications. 

29. During the July 5, 2015 telephone conversation, Steven Fee further advised 

Defendant Barron that if Tyler Fee suffered a blow to the head, he needed to be 

thoroughly examined. 

30. After speaking with Defendant Barron, on July 5, 2015, Steven Fee drove 

directly to the Buchanan County Jail and delivered the following prescription 

medications: Baclofen, Quetiapine, Phenytoin, Divalproex, Montelukast, 

Levetiracetam and Paroxetine. 

31. Plaintiff Fee had one of his medications, Suboxone, on his person at the time of 

his arrest. That medication was inventoried with his other property at the Buchanan 

County Jail. 

32. From the time Plaintiff Fee was taken into custody at approximately 8:00 p.m., 

on July 5, 2015, until after 12:00 p.m., on July 6, 2015, Plaintiff Fee was denied all 

of his medications and received no medical treatment.  



33. At approximately 12:00 p.m., on July 6, 2015, Defendant Barron, contacted 

Defendant Rakestraw regarding the prescription medications delivered to the Jail 

on July 5, 2015, by Plaintiff Fee’s father. 

34. Defendant Rakestraw, without examining Plaintiff Fee, or inquiring as to his 

medical history, refused to allow Plaintiff to continue taking the following 

medications:  Baclofen, Seroquel and Suboxone. 

35. Defendant Rakestraw knew or should have known that the medications were 

required for the proper care and treatment of the various medical conditions that 

Plaintiff Fee was suffering from on July 6, 2015. 

36. Defendant Rakestraw knew or should have known of the debilitating 

consequences of taking Plaintiff Fee off of the aforementioned medications 

without providing an adequate substitute to treat the various medical conditions 

that Plaintiff Fee was suffering from on July 6, 2015. 

37. On July 6, 2015, Steven Fee again called the Buchanan County Jail and spoke 

to a different member of the jail’s medical staff and once again explained Plaintiff 

Fee’s medical condition and the necessity of his medications.   

38. Steven Fee was told that Plaintiff Fee would not be given all of the medications 

that Steven had brought to the jail.  The employee then became hostile when 

Steven Fee attempted to discuss the necessity of the medications relative to 

Plaintiff Fee’s physical and mental health, and hung up the phone on Steven Fee. 



39. On July 8, 2015, Plaintiff was taken to the Buchanan County Jail’s medical unit 

because of a possible seizure. 

40. Plaintiff told Defendant Barron that he was “not feeling good” and having a 

“bad day”, and that he did not know if he had had a seizure. 

41. Plaintiff was not examined by a doctor, nor did Defendant Barron attempt to 

contact a doctor to conduct an examination. 

42. Defendant Barron did not note any range of motion deficits or any speech and 

cognition issues during the aforementioned July 8, 2015 encounter with Plaintiff 

Fee. 

43. Defendant Barron knew or should have known that Plaintiff Fee’s presenting to 

the medical unit for a possible seizure was crucial medical information that 

required immediate notification of a medical doctor so that proper care and 

treatment could be provided in a timely manner. 

44.  At approximately 12:20 p.m. on July 8, 2015, Plaintiff was placed in medical 

observation and put in solitary confinement. 

45. At approximately 12:50 p.m., Plaintiff suffered a seizure or panic attack in his 

cell and struck his head. 

46. At approximately 12:50 p.m. Plaintiff Fee attempted to get the attention of jail 

personnel by motioning that he had hit his head. 



47. The jail personnel knew or should have known that Plaintiff Fee’s indication 

that he had struck his head was crucial medical information that required 

immediate notification to medical personnel so that proper care and treatment 

could be provided in a timely manner. 

48. Plaintiff Fee was not immediately provided medical treatment relating to his 

complaint of head trauma even though Plaintiff Fee was known to have suffered a 

prior traumatic brain injury and suffered from major mental illness. 

49. At approximately 1:04 p.m., Plaintiff Fee was placed on suicide watch and kept 

in solitary confinement. 

50.  At approximately 5:00 p.m. on July 8, 2015, Defendant Slagle appeared at the 

outside of Plaintiff Fee’s cell and noted that he was crying and requesting a 

blanket, but Defendant Slagle did not examine Plaintiff Fee’s head, even though 

Plaintiff Fee had complained of and head injury approximately four hours earlier 

and was known to have suffered a prior traumatic brain injury and suffered from 

major mental illness. 

51. Defendant Slagle knew or should have known that Plaintiff Fee’s indication 

that he had struck his head was crucial medical information that required 

examination and the immediate notification of a medical doctor so that proper care 

and treatment could be provided in a timely manner; however, Defendant Slagle 

did not contact a doctor regarding the head injury. 



52. At some time after Plaintiff Fee was placed on suicide watch on July 8, 2015, 

without examining Plaintiff Fee, Defendant Riseman prescribed the following 

additional medications: Vistaril, Clonidine, Bentyl and Librium, but did not place 

Plaintiff Fee on the original Medications that had been denied by Defendant 

Rakestraw. 

53. Defendant Riseman knew or should have known that Plaintiff Fee’s indication 

that he had struck his head was crucial medical information that required 

examination so that proper care and treatment could be provided in a timely 

manner; however, Defendant Riseman did not make arrangements to personally 

examine Plaintiff Fee, or order that he be transferred to medical facility where a 

medical doctor could conduct an examination. 

54. On July 9, 2015, at approximately 3:00 p.m. Plaintiff Fee’s condition worsened 

as his nose began to bleed and he once again complained of a head injury to jail 

personnel. 

55. On July 9, 2015, at approximately4:30 p.m. Defendant Slagle made contact 

with Plaintiff Fee in his cell.   

56. Upon contact with Defendant Slagle, Defendant fee informed her that his head 

hurt.   

57. Defendant Slagle looked at Plaintiff Fee’s head and informed him that he had a 

“goose egg” on his head and told him not to press on his head. 



58. Even though Plaintiff Fee had complained of a head injury approximately 28 

hours earlier and was known to have suffered a prior traumatic brain injury and 

suffered from major mental illness, Defendant Slagle did not immediately remove 

Plaintiff Fee from his cell and take him to the medical unit for further evaluation. 

59. Defendant Slagle knew or should have known that Plaintiff Fee’s continued 

complaint regarding his head, and his bloody nose, was crucial medical 

information that required examination and the immediate notification of a medical 

doctor so that proper care and treatment could be provided in a timely manner. 

60. Defendant Slagle did note that at the time of her contact with Plaintiff Fee on 

July 9, 2015, his speech was still intact. 

61. Even though Plaintiff Fee had complained of a head injury approximately 28 

hours earlier and was known to have suffered a prior traumatic brain injury and 

suffered from major mental illness, and was complaining again of a head injury, 

and his nose was bleeding, when contacted by telephone by Defendant Slagle at 

approximately 4:45p.m., on July 9, 2015, Defendant Riseman did not order 

Plaintiff to be removed from his cell and brought to the medical unit for further 

evaluation, or order that Plaintiff Fee be transported to a local emergency room for 

further evaluation.   

62. Defendant Riseman knew or should have known that Plaintiff Fee’s indication 

that he had struck his head was crucial medical information that required 



immediate examination by a medical doctor so that proper care and treatment 

could be provided in a timely manner; however, on July 9, 2015, Defendant 

Riseman issued no new orders. 

63. From 4:30p.m. on July 9, 2015, until approximately 6:45p.m., on July 11, 

2015, Plaintiff Fee spent almost all of his time on his bed sleeping. 

64. From 4:30 p.m. on July 9, 2015, until approximately 6:45p.m, on July 11, 

2015, Plaintiff’s head injury was not examined by any jail personnel. 

65. On July 11, 2015, at approximately 6:45 p.m., Plaintiff Fee was removed from 

his cell and taken to the medical unit for evaluation for release from suicide watch 

by Defendant Riseman. 

66. Defendant Riseman did note that Plaintiff Fee had been constantly sleeping. 

67. Defendant Riseman did note that Plaintiff Fee’s eyes were clear, but that 

Plaintiff Fee showed poor comprehension and poor vocabulary 

68. Defendant Riseman did not ask Plaintiff Fee about his head injury. 

69. Defendant Riseman did not examine Plaintiff Fee’s head. 

70. At approximately 7:00 p.m., on July 11, 2015, Plaintiff Fee was returned to the 

general jail population. 

71. On July 11, 2015, after being released back into the general population, 

Plaintiff Fee called his father Steven Fee and informed him that he had hit his head 

several days earlier and that it still hurt. 



72. After speaking to Plaintiff Fee, his father immediately called the Buchanan 

County Jail and spoke to Defendant Barron, and told Defendant Barron that 

Plaintiff Fee had hit his head several days before and that he needed to be 

examined immediately. 

73. Defendant Barron knew or should have known that this was crucial medical 

information that required examination and the immediate notification of a medical 

doctor so that proper care and treatment could be provided in a timely manner. 

74. Three full days would pass before Mr. Fee was examined by medical personnel 

again on July 14, 2015. 

75. From the evening of July 11, 2015 up to Plaintiff Fee’s next examination by 

medical personnel, Plaintiff Fee’s condition rapidly deteriorated. 

76. Plaintiff Fee developed severe right sided weakness to the point that his right 

arm became partially paralyzed could not be used and his right hand balled into a 

fist. 

77. Plaintiff Fee’s right sided weakness also caused him to lose the ability to 

properly ambulate, causing him to drag his right foot. 

78. Members of the jail staff were aware of Plaintiff Fee’s worsening condition and 

provided no assistance. 



79. Certain members of the jail staff even commented on Plaintiff Fee’s obvious 

physical problems with one jail staff member, Defendant McMillan, even referring 

to Plaintiff Fee as a “pussy.” 

80. Defendant McMillen knew or should have known that Plaintiff Fee’s physical 

condition was crucial medical information that required examination and the 

immediate notification of a medical doctor so that proper care and treatment could 

be provided in a timely manner. 

81. Other inmates, including Plaintiff Fee’s cellmate, attempted, without success, 

to convince the jail to provide medical assistance to Plaintiff Fee. 

82. During the early evening hours of July 14, 2015, Plaintiff Fee contacted his 

father by telephone.  Plaintiff Fee’s voice was sounding strange to his father as, 

Plaintiff Fee told his father that he was feeling very bad and was dragging his leg 

and could not use his right hand and arm. 

83. Following the conversation with Plaintiff Fee, Steven Fee once again called the 

Buchanan County Jail regarding Plaintiff Fee’s condition. 

84. Steven Fee spoke with Sergeant Larry Hadley, and told Sergeant Hadley what 

he knew of Plaintiff Fee’s current condition and the fact that he had previously 

contacted the Defendant Barron on July 11, 2015, regarding Plaintiff’s head injury. 

85. Following Steven Fee’s telephone call on July 14, 2015, Plaintiff Fee was 

released to go to medical the medical unit. 



86. Plaintiff Fee was unable to walk to the medical unit on his own and was 

assisted by his cellmate. 

87. Medical staff noted right sided weakness and an incongruent speech pattern 

and made the decision to transfer Plaintiff Fee to the emergency room at Mosaic 

Life Care via a car, and not by ambulance. 

88. At approximately 11:30 p.m., on July 14, 2015, Steven Fee was contacted by 

the medical staff at Mosaic Life Care and informed that his son had a skull fracture 

and would require surgery the next day. 

89. Upon arrival at Mosaic Life Care on July 14, 2015, Plaintiff Fee complained of 

right sided paralysis. 

90. Plaintiff Fee was examined and a CT scan was performed. 

91. Plaintiff Fee was diagnosed with a large depressed skull fracture and 

intracranial hemorrhage and a cerebral contusion on the left side.  

92. On July 14, 2015, following examination in the emergency room at Mosaic 

Life Care, Plaintiff Fee was admitted to the hospital for further treatment including 

surgery. 

93. On July 15, 2015, underwent surgery to elevate the depressed skull fracture 

which included removing a 5cm bone fragment and placing a plate in Plaintiff 

Fee’s head at the site of the fracture. 



94. On July 15, 2015, prior to Plaintiff Fee’s surgery at Mosaic Life Care, Plaintiff 

Fee was released on Bond from the Buchanan County Jail, so that the Buchanan 

Jail and/or ACH could avoid paying for the medical treatment Plaintiff Fee 

received at Mosaic Life Care.  

95. Following surgery, Plaintiff Fee remained at Mosaic Life Care until July 23, 

2015. 

96. Upon discharge from Mosaic Life Care, Plaintiff Fee was prescribed speech 

therapy, occupational therapy and physical therapy. 

97. Plaintiff Fee’s therapy is ongoing. 

98. By July 9, 2015, at the latest, it was obvious to all that came in contact with 

Plaintiff Fee that his condition was serious and that he needed to go to a hospital 

for evaluation and treatment. 

99. Plaintiff Fee’s need for evaluation and treatment in a hospital was such that it 

would have been obvious even to a layperson. 

100. Plaintiff Fee’s need for evaluation and treatment in a hospital was such that it 

would have been obvious to correction officers and medical personnel alike. 

101. Despite Plaintiff Fee’ condition, Fee received no medical assessment or 

treatment of any kind; defendants just watched Fee’ condition deteriorate until he 

was all but totally paralyzed on his right side. 



102. As a direct and proximate result of the failure and refusal of the individual 

defendants to refer Plaintiff Fee for evaluation and treatment in a hospital, Fee 

experienced pain and suffering, emotional distress, paralysis medical bills and 

future medical bills. 

103. All defendants were jointly and severally the proximate cause of Plaintiff 

Fee’s pain and suffering, emotional distress, paralysis, medical bills and future 

medical bills. 

104. The actions of correction and medical personnel indicate systemic breaches of 

fundamental standards of correctional management and correctional health care. 

105. These breaches are indicative of inadequate policies and practices and 

inadequate training and supervision. 

106. The treatment of Plaintiff was below the standard of correctional health care. 

107. Because Plaintiff Fee was not appropriately treated, he experienced 

unnecessary pain and suffering, emotional distress, paralysis medical bills and 

future medical bills. 

108. All of the individual defendants identified above acted with malice and/or 

with reckless disregard for Plaintiff Fee’ constitutional rights. 

109. Plaintiff Fee’s serious medical needs were ignored because of the customs or 

policies of defendants Buchanan County, Hausman, Roberts, Hook, Strong, Hovey,  

McMillan, Barron, Slagle, Johnson, Rakestraw, Riseman , Grimess and ACH of 



deliberate indifference to the serious medical needs of inmates in the Buchanan 

County Jail. 

110. With deliberate indifference to the serious medical needs of inmates, 

defendants Buchanan County, Hausman, Roberts, Hook, Strong, Hovey, Johnson, 

Rakestraw, Riseman, Grimes and ACH failed to develop and implement adequate 

policies and procedures for the handling of inmates with serious health conditions 

and failed to adequately train correction and medical staff, with the foreseeable 

result that inmates such as Plaintiff Fee would not receive appropriate treatment. 

111. More generally, defendants Buchanan County, Strong, Hovey, McMillan, 

Barron, Slagle, Johnson, Rakestraw, Riseman, Grimes and ACH have established 

deliberately-indifferent customs or policies concerning inmate medical care, 

including but not limited to a custom or policy of delaying or denying necessary 

medical treatment to avoid liability for inmate medical bills. 

112. Defendants Buchanan County, Hausman, Roberts, Hook,  Strong, Hovey, 

McMillan, Barron, Slagle, Johnson, Rakestraw, Riseman, Grimes and ACH were 

also part of an explicit or implicit agreement or plan to delay or deny necessary 

medical care to avoid having to pay for medical care for the inmate. This plan 

included a custom or policy of delaying or denying necessary medical treatment by 

outside providers.  



113. Defendants Buchanan County, Hausman, Roberts, Hook, Strong, Hovey, 

McMillan, Barron, Slagle, Johnson, Rakestraw, Riseman, Grimes and ACH were 

aware this policy created a substantial risk of serious harm and inflicted 

unnecessary pain and suffering on inmates. 

114. Defendants Buchanan County, Hausman, Roberts, Hook,  Strong, Hovey, 

McMillan, Barron, Slagle, Johnson, Rakestraw, Riseman, Grimes and ACH were 

on notice that the above-described customs or policies regarding medical care for 

inmates were harmful to the health of inmates and caused them to experience 

unnecessary pain and suffering due to delay and denial of necessary medical care. 

Defendants had such knowledge from inmate complaints, communications from 

correction officers, from their own observations, from common sense, from other 

serious, from other lawsuits, and in other ways. 

115. Primarily, these constitutionally-deficient policies and practices regarding 

inmate medical care were created and implemented by the agreement between 

Buchanan County, Hausman, Roberts, Hook, Strong, and ACH. 

116. The agreement, among other things, requires ACH to provide substantial 

insurance coverage, to name the county and the sheriff as additional insureds, and 

to indemnify the sheriff, the county, and their agents and employees in connection 

with any claim related to health care services. 



117. In whole or in part because of the agreement, Buchanan County, Hausman, 

Roberts, Hook, Strong, Hovey and ACH have failed and refused to address known 

systemic deficiencies regarding medical care at the Buchanan County Jail. 

118. Pursuant to the agreement, for Buchanan County to avoid liability for excess 

medical care expenses, it was necessary for defendants Strong and Hovey and the 

correction officers they managed to cooperate with ACH in controlling costs. 

119. Defendants Buchanan County and ACH and all individual defendants were 

aware the cost control measures implemented at the Buchanan County Jail by 

ACH resulted in the denial of constitutionally-required medical care for inmates 

with serious medical needs such as Plaintiff Fee. 

120. ACH’s business model, reflected in the agreement, succeeds by 

Under-bidding the competition and implementing severe cost control measures, the 

result of which is unnecessary inmate suffering and liability claims (dealt with 

through liability insurance). 

121. The primary areas in which cost control measures were implemented were 

staffing, medications, and referrals to outside providers. 

122. In order to control costs, defendant ACH, with the knowledge and consent of 

defendants Buchanan County, Hausman, Roberts, Hook, Stong, and Hovey, staffed 

the Buchanan County Jail inadequately, hired sub-standard medical personnel 

willing to put costs over inmate health and safety, denied inmates medications, and 



delayed or denied medically-necessary referrals to outside providers, including 

necessary medical treatment like that denied Plaintiff Fee. 

123. Missouri law vests final policymaking authority for inmate medical care in 

Hausman, Roberts, Hook and Strong, as the representatives of Buchanan County. 

124. Defendants Buchanan County, Hausman, Roberts, Hook and Strong, in turn, 

via the agreement with ACH, have delegated final policymaking authority 

regarding inmate medical care to ACH, and, therefore, they are liable for ACH 

decisions. 

125. While the agreement gives Strong and Buchanan County authority to hold 

ACH accountable regarding the costs of inmate health care, it provides no 

mechanism for reporting and accountability regarding the quality of inmate health 

care, and neither Strong nor Buchanan County, Hausman, Roberts, Hook, have 

made any effort to hold ACH accountable for how it handles inmate health care. 

126. To the contrary, Strong and Hovey have trained correction personnel 

to defer to ACH regarding medical matters and, as a matter of policy and practice, 

to assist ACH in controlling costs by having individuals who need outside 

treatment released from jail and by allowing ACH to make all decisions regarding 

referrals to outside providers, including emergency room referrals.  

127. Defendant ACH acted through one or more individuals who acted as final 

policymakers for ACH, including defendants Rakestraw, Riseman and Grimes. 



128. Defendants Buchanan County, Hausman, Roberts, Hook, Strong and Hovey  

caused or contributed to the above-described customs or policies by not providing 

adequate funds for medical treatment for the inmates in its custody, by continuing 

to retain ACH despite knowledge of ACH’s policies and practices, and in other 

ways. 

129. All defendants acted jointly and in concert with each other. Each 

defendant had the duty and the opportunity to protect Plaintiff Fee, to obtain 

necessary medical treatment for Plaintiff Fee in a timely manner and/or to establish 

policies and procedures and implement training regarding such treatment, but each 

defendant failed and refused to perform such duty, thereby proximately causing 

Plaintiff Fee’s pain and suffering, skull fracture, intracranial contusion and 

eventual paralysis. 

130. All defendants, acting under color of state law, inflicted or caused to be 

inflicted cruel and unusual punishment upon Plaintiff Fee in violation of the 

Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution. All defendants acted 

with deliberate indifference. 

131. All defendants acted with intent to violate Plaintiff Fee’s constitutional rights 

or with reckless disregard for those rights, justifying punitive damages against the 

individual defendants and ACH. 



132. As a result of the conduct of defendants, Plaintiff Fee suffered pain and 

suffering, physical injuries including paralysis, emotional injuries medical bills and 

future medical bills. 

Count I - 42 U.S.C. § 1983 - 

Deliberate Indifference to Serious Medical Needs 

 

133. Plaintiff Fee hereby incorporates by reference each and every allegation set 

forth in the paragraphs numbered one through 131 herein, as if fully set forth 

below. 

134. The individual defendants except Hausman, Roberts, Hook,  Strong, Hovey, 

and Johnson, acting under color of state law within the meaning prescribed by 42 

U.S.C. § 1983, were deliberately indifferent to Plaintiff  Fee’ serious medical 

needs as described above. These defendants, despite knowledge of a serious 

medical need, took no action or clearly inadequate action and did thereby deprive 

Fee of his rights as a pretrial detainee under the Fourteenth Amendment to the 

Constitution of the United States in violation of 42 U.S.C. § 1983. 

135. Defendants, Hausman, Roberts, Hook, Strong, Hovey, Johnson, Rakestraw, 

Riseman and Grimes are supervisory officials for the jail and were responsible for 

development and implementation of policies and procedures for medical care at the 

jail and by action and inaction established the unconstitutional customs and 

policies described above. These defendants did thereby deprive Plaintiff Fee of his 



rights as a pretrial detainee under the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution of 

the United States in violation of 42 U.S.C. § 1983. 

136. Defendants Buchanan County, Hausman, Roberts, and Hook, Strong and 

Hovey intentionally refused to adequately fund medical care as described above 

with deliberate indifference to the serious medical needs of inmates such as 

Plaintiff Fee, had a policy of not adequately funding inmate medical care, and did 

thereby contribute to cause Plaintiff Fee’s injuries and the individual defendants 

denial of necessary medical treatment for Plaintiff Fee’s serious medical need. 

137. Defendants Buchanan County, Hausman, Roberts, Hook, and Strong and 

Hovey are also liable for the acts of ACH its employees including but not limited 

to its policymakers, including Johnson and Rakestraw, as Buchanan County, 

Hausman, Roberts, Hook, Strong and Hovey delegated their final policymaking 

authority to ACH and its employees. 

138. As a result of the conduct of defendants, Plaintiff Fee was caused to suffer 

permanent physical and emotional injuries, pain, suffering, skull fracture, 

intracranial contusion, paralysis, medical expenses and future medical expenses.  

139. The conduct of the all defendants showed a complete indifference to and 

conscious disregard for the safety, physical well-being and mental well-being of 

others, including Plaintiff Fee, such that the imposition of punitive damages in this 



case is proper to punish and deter defendants, and all others similarly situated from 

similar conduct in the future. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Tyler Fee prays for Judgment on Count I of his petition 

against Defendants Buchanan County, Hausman, Roberts, Hook,  Strong, Hovey, 

Johnson, McMillan, Barron, Slagle, Grimes, ACH, Rakestraw and Riseman, for 

actual damages in an amount that is fair and reasonable for his costs, expenses 

incurred herein,  attorney’s fees, punitive damages in an amount that is proper to 

punish and deter the defendants and others similarly situated from similar conduct 

in the future, and for any other such relief the Court deems just and proper. 

Count II – General Negligence – Defendant ACH 

140. Plaintiff Fee hereby incorporates by reference each and every allegation set 

forth in the paragraphs numbered one through 131 herein, as if fully set forth 

below. 

141. The individual ACH defendants and unknown ACH employees involved 

with Plaintiff Fee’s care owed a duty to Fee to meet the standard of care applicable 

to inmates regarding the proper care of such inmates and that adequate policies and 

procedures regarding the proper care of such inmates were in place.  

142.The standard of care required, among other things, providing proper 

medication to Plaintiff Fee for his medical conditions existing at the time he was 

taken into custody and incarcerated in the Buchanan County Jail; proper treatment 



of  Plaintiff Fee’s skull fracture that occurred while incarcerated in the Buchanan 

County Jail, and proper treatment of Plaintiff Fee’s deteriorating condition, 

appropriate monitoring of Plaintiff Fee’s deteriorating condition; and, referral of 

Plaintiff Fee for evaluation and treatment outside of the jail.  

143. The defendants negligently violated this standard of care or caused it to be 

violated with the foreseeable result that Plaintiff Fee experienced unnecessary pain 

and suffering and permanent physical injuries including paralysis, medical bills 

and future medical bills. 

144. Because ACH personnel were acting within the scope of their employment, 

defendant ACH is liable for their negligence. 

145. Defendant ACH’s conduct did proximately and directly cause pain, suffering 

permanent physical injuries, including skull fracture, intracranial contusion, 

paralysis, emotional distress, humiliation, medical expenses and future medical 

expenses. 

146. The conduct of the defendant showed a complete indifference to and 

conscious disregard for the safety, physical well-being and mental well-being of 

others, including Plaintiff Fee, such that the imposition of punitive damages in this 

case is proper to punish and deter defendants, and all others similarly situated from 

similar conduct in the future. 



WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Tyler Fee prays for Judgment on Count II of his petition 

against Defendant ACH, for actual damages in an amount that is fair and 

reasonable for his costs and expenses incurred herein, punitive damages in an 

amount that is proper to punish and deter the defendants and others similarly 

situated from similar conduct in the future, and for any other such relief the Court 

deems just and proper. 

Count III – Negligent Training – Defendant ACH 

147. Plaintiff Fee hereby incorporates by reference each and every allegation set 

forth in the paragraphs numbered one through 131 herein, as if fully set forth 

below. 

148. Defendant ACH had a duty to provide adequate training to its employees and 

jail staff regarding providing proper medical care to inmates and that adequate 

policies and procedures regarding the proper care of such inmates were in place.  

149. Defendant ACH possessed inadequate training policies, and failed to 

adequately train ACH employees and jail staff in providing necessary medical care 

to inmates of the Buchanan County Jail, including the following: 

A. Failing to train jail staff and ACH employees in the proper protocols for 

examining and providing medical care for closed head injuries; and, 

B. Training regarding continued monitoring of inmates that have reported a 

closed head injury for changes in physical or mental condition; and, 



C. Training regarding referral of inmates complaining of closed head injuries 

for evaluation and treatment outside of the jail; and, 

D. Training regarding effective communication between medical and non-

medical personnel. 

150. Defendant ACH’s conduct did proximately and directly cause pain, suffering 

permanent physical injuries, including paralysis, emotional distress, humiliation, 

medical expenses and future medical expenses. 

151. The conduct of the defendants showed a complete indifference to and 

conscious disregard for the safety, physical well-being and mental well-being of 

others, including Plaintiff Fee, such that the imposition of punitive damages in this 

case is proper to punish and deter defendants, and all others similarly situated from 

similar conduct in the future. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Tyler Fee prays for Judgment on Count III of his 

petition against Defendant ACH, for actual damages in an amount that is fair and 

reasonable for his costs and expenses incurred herein, punitive damages in an 

amount that is proper to punish and deter the defendants and others similarly 

situated from similar conduct in the future, and for any other such relief the Court 

deems just and proper. 

Count IV –Negligent Supervision –Defendant ACH 



152. Plaintiff Fee hereby incorporates by reference each and every allegation set 

forth in the paragraphs numbered one through 131 herein, as if fully set forth 

below. 

153. Defendant ACH owed Plaintiff Fee a duty to provide him with access to 

adequate, timely medical care. 

154. Defendant ACH had a duty to provide adequate supervision to its employees 

and jail staff regarding providing proper medical care to inmates including Plaintiff 

Fee and a duty to make sure that adequate policies and procedures regarding the 

proper care of such inmates were in place.  

155. Defendant ACH owed Plaintiff Fee a duty to supervise its employees in such 

a way as to prevent foreseeable injuries to Plaintiff Fee. 

156. Defendant ACH possessed inadequate policies for the supervision of its 

employees and it failed to supervise its employees in providing necessary medical 

care to inmates of the Buchanan County Jail in general, and Plaintiff Fee 

specifically, in providing necessary medical care to inmates of the Buchanan 

County Jail, including the following: 

 A. Failing to supervise jail staff and its employees after being advised of 

 Plaintiff Fee’s medical conditions to ensure that necessary steps were taken 

 to address Plaintiff Fee’s serious medical conditions and provide Plaintiff 



 Fee with the appropriate medication for his previously diagnosed medical 

 conditions; and, 

 B. Failing to train jail staff and its employees in a way that provided 

 effective communication between medical and non-medical personnel; and,  

 C. Failing to review and monitor the medical services allegedly provide by 

 Dr. Riseman, Dr. Rakestraw and /or ACH’s nursing staff at the Buchanan 

 County Jail. 

157. Defendant ACH knew or had reason to know that it had the ability to control 

its agents. 

158. Defendant ACH knew or should have known of the necessity and opportunity 

for exercising such control. 

159. Defendant ACH’s conduct did proximately and directly cause pain, suffering 

permanent physical injuries, including paralysis, emotional distress, humiliation, 

medical expenses and future medical expenses. 

160. The conduct of the defendant showed a complete indifference to and 

conscious disregard for the safety, physical well-being and mental well-being of 

others, including Plaintiff Fee, such that the imposition of punitive damages in this 

case is proper to punish and deter defendants, and all others similarly situated from 

similar conduct in the future. 



WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Tyler Fee prays for Judgment on Count IV of his 

petition against Defendant ACH, for actual damages in an amount that is fair and 

reasonable for his costs and expenses incurred herein, punitive damages in an 

amount that is proper to punish and deter the defendants and others similarly 

situated from similar conduct in the future, and for any other such relief the Court 

deems just and proper. 

Count V – Medical Negligence – Defendant Rakestraw 

161. Plaintiff Fee hereby incorporates by reference each and every allegation set 

forth in the paragraphs numbered one through 131 herein, as if fully set forth 

below. 

162. Separate defendant Dr. Gregory Rakestraw, M.D, deviated from the standard 

of care and was negligent to wit: 

 A. In refusing to allow Plaintiff Fee access to and the continued use of 

 the prescription medications Baclofen, Seroquel and Suboxone which had 

 been prescribed by Plaintiff Fee’s treating physician prior to his arrest and 

 incarceration at the Buchanan County Jail, when Defendant Rakestraw knew 

 or should have known that Plaintiff Fee had previously suffered from a 

 traumatic brain injury and had a seizure disorder, an anxiety disorder and 

 major mental illness and required each of the aforementioned medications as 

 prescribed by his treating physician; 



 B. In failing to examine Plaintiff Fee prior to refusing to allow Plaintiff 

 Fee access to and the continued use of the prescription medications 

 Baclofen, Seroquel and Suboxone which had been prescribed by Plaintiff 

 Fee’s treating physician prior to his arrest and incarceration at the Buchanan 

 County Jail; 

 C. In failing to review Plaintiff Fee’s prior medical history  prior to 

 refusing to allow Plaintiff Fee access to and the continued use of the 

 prescription medications Baclofen, Seroquel and Suboxone which had been 

 prescribed by Plaintiff Fee’s treating physician prior to his arrest and 

 incarceration at the Buchanan County Jail; 

 D. In failing to speak with Plaintiff Fee’s treating physician prior to 

 refusing to allow Plaintiff Fee access to and the continued use of the 

 prescription medications Baclofen, Seroquel and Suboxone which had been 

 prescribed by Plaintiff Fee’s treating physician prior to his arrest and 

 incarceration at the Buchanan County Jail; 

 E. In failing monitor Plaintiff Fee following his refusing to allow 

 Plaintiff Fee access to and the continued use of the prescription medications 

 Baclofen, Seroquel and Suboxone which had been prescribed by Plaintiff 

 Fee’s treating physician prior to his arrest and incarceration at the Buchanan 

 County Jail, to ensure that Plaintiff did not experience a significant change 



 in his physical or mental condition as a result of being removed from said 

 medication; 

 F.  In failing to properly treat Plaintiff Fee’s medical condition;   

 G.  In failing to ensure that Plaintiff Fee was seen and treated by 

 healthcare providers specializing in the continued care and treatment of 

 individuals that had suffered a closed head injury; 

 H. In failing to ensure that Plaintiff Fee was seen and treated by 

 healthcare providers specializing in the continued care and treatment of 

 individuals that have an anxiety disorder; 

 I. In failing to ensure that Plaintiff Fee was seen and treated by 

 healthcare providers specializing in the continued care and treatment of 

 individuals that suffer from a seizure disorder; and, 

 J. In failing to ensure that Plaintiff Fee was seen and treated by 

 healthcare providers specializing in the continued care and treatment of 

 individuals that suffer from major mental illness. 

163. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence in failing to use such care 

as reasonably prudent healthcare provider would have used under the same or 

similar circumstances, separate Defendant Rakestraw, in failing to use such 

reasonable care, directly caused or contributed to the injuries sustained by Plaintiff 

Fee. 



164. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence of Defendant Rakestraw, 

Plaintiff Fee suffered from seizures and an anxiety attack leading to his striking his 

head resulting in a large depressed skull fracture and intracranial hemorrhage and a 

cerebral contusion on the left side, necessitating a surgical intervention and 

resulting in partial right sided paralysis. 

165.  As a direct and proximate result of the negligence of Defendant Rakestraw, 

Plaintiff Fee’s life expectancy has been greatly reduced. 

166. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence of Defendant Rakestraw, 

Plaintiff Fee has suffered and will in the future suffer great pain and suffering, both 

mental and physical, medical expenses incurred, and in will in the future incur 

expenses for medical care and treatment. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Tyler Fee prays for Judgment on Count V of his petition 

against separate Defendant Gregory Rakestraw, M.D., for actual damages in an 

amount that is fair and reasonable and for his costs and inxpenses incurred herein, 

and for any other such relief the Court deems just and proper. 

Count VI – Medical Negligence – Dr. Jay Riseman 

167. Plaintiff Fee hereby incorporates by reference each and every allegation set 

forth in the paragraphs numbered one through 131 herein, as if fully set forth 

below. 



168. Separate defendant Dr. Jay Riseman, M.D, deviated from the standard of care 

and was negligent to wit: 

 A. In failing to examine or to ensure that Plaintiff Fee was seen and treated 

 by healthcare providers specializing in closed head injuries on July 8, 2015, 

 following a significant change in Plaintiff Fee’s physical and mental 

 condition after he reported that he had struck his head; 

 B. In failing to examine or to ensure that Plaintiff Fee was seen and treated 

 by healthcare providers specializing in closed head injuries on July 9, 2015, 

 following Plaintiff Fee’s significant change in his physical and mental 

 condition when he again complained that his head was hurting and at the 

 same time his nose was bleeding; 

 C. In failing to examine or to ensure that Plaintiff Fee was seen and treated 

 by healthcare providers specializing in closed head injuries on July11, 2015, 

 following Plaintiff Fee’s significant change in his physical and mental 

 condition when Defendant Riseman personally evaluated Plaintiff Fee for 

 the purpose releasing him from suicide watch, and noted that Plaintiff Fee 

 was having trouble with comprehension and his vocabulary, but did not 

 examine Plaintiff Fee’s head, even though he knew Plaintiff had been 

 making complaints regarding a head injury since July 8, 2015; 

D. In failing to properly treat Plaintiff Fee’s medical condition;   



 E. In failing to ensure that Plaintiff Fee was seen and treated by healthcare 

 providers specializing in the treatment of individuals with a closed head 

 injury; 

 F. In failing to transport Plaintiff Fee to a hospital emergency room in a 

 timely manner; 

 G. In failing to include a skull fracture, intracranial hemorrhage, head injury, 

 injury to the brain and/ or cerebral contusion; 

 H. In failing to order proper diagnostic testing to rule-out skull fracture, 

 intracranial hemorrhage, head injury, injury to the brain and/or cerebral 

 contusion;  

 I. In failing to properly examine Plaintiff Fee in light of Plaintiff Fee’s 

 complaints, medical history and presenting symptoms; and  

 J. In failing to take those steps necessary to rule-out that Plaintiff Fee was 

 suffering from a skull fracture, intracranial hemorrhage, head injury, injury 

 to the  brain and cerebral contusion.  

169. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence in failing to use such care 

as reasonably prudent healthcare provider would have used under the same or 

similar circumstances, separate Defendant Riseman, in failing to use such 

reasonable care, directly caused or contributed to the injuries sustained by Plaintiff 

Fee. 



170. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence of Defendant Riseman, the 

fractured skull advanced to a condition causing partial right sided paralysis, forcing 

Plaintiff Fee to undergo unnecessary medical treatment and he will be required to 

receive otherwise unnecessary medical treatment in the future; 

171.  As a direct and proximate result of the negligence of Defendant Riseman, 

Plaintiff Fee’s life expectancy has been greatly reduced. 

172. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence of Defendant Riseman, 

Plaintiff Fee has suffered and will in the future suffer great pain and suffering, both 

mental and physical, medical expenses incurred, and in will in the future incur 

expenses for medical care and treatment. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Tyler Fee prays for Judgment on Count VI of his 

petition against separate Defendant Gregory Riseman, M.D., for actual damages in 

an amount that is fair and reasonable and for his costs and expenses incurred 

herein, and for any other such relief the Court deems just and proper. 

Count VII – Medical Negligence – LPN Christy Barron 

173. Plaintiff Fee hereby incorporates by reference each and every allegation set 

forth in the paragraphs numbered one through 131 herein, as if fully set forth 

below. 

174. Separate defendant LPN Christy Barron, deviated from the standard of care 

and was negligent to wit: 



A. In failing to immediately report to her supervisor or an ACH staff 

 physician that  to ensure that Plaintiff Fee was seen and treated by healthcare 

 providers specializing seizures on July 8, 2015, following a significant 

 change in Plaintiff Fee’s physical and mental condition after he was brought 

 to the medical unit with a suspected seizure; 

 B. In failing to examine, or immediately report to her supervisor, or an ACH 

 staff physician, to ensure that Plaintiff Fee was seen and treated by 

 healthcare providers specializing in closed head injuries on July 11, 2015, 

 following Plaintiff  Fee’s father calling and speaking to Defendant Barron, 

 after Plaintiff had been released from suicide watch to report a significant 

 change in Plaintiff Fee’s physical and mental condition when Steven Fee 

 reported that Plaintiff was complaining that he had struck his head; 

 C. In failing to properly treat Plaintiff Fee’s medical condition;   

 D. In failing to ensure that Plaintiff Fee was seen and treated by 

 healthcare  providers specializing in the treatment of individuals with a 

closed head  injury; 

 E. In failing to transport Plaintiff Fee to a hospital emergency room in a 

 timely manner; 

 F. In failing to notify a physician of a significant change in Plaintiff Fee’s 

 physical and/or emotional condition; and 



 G. In failing to properly examine Plaintiff Fee in light of his complaints, 

 medical history, and presenting symptoms.  

175. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence in failing to use such care 

as reasonably prudent healthcare provider would have used under the same or 

similar circumstances, separate Defendant Barron, in failing to use such reasonable 

care, directly caused or contributed to the injuries sustained by Plaintiff Fee. 

176. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence of Defendant Barron, the 

fractured skull advanced to a condition causing partial right sided paralysis, forcing 

Plaintiff Fee to undergo unnecessary medical treatment and he will be required to 

receive otherwise unnecessary medical treatment in the future; 

177. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence of Defendant Barron, 

Plaintiff Fee’s life expectancy has been greatly reduced. 

178. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence of Defendant Barron, 

Plaintiff Fee has suffered and will in the future suffer great pain and suffering, both 

mental and physical, medical expenses incurred, and in will in the future incur 

expenses for medical care and treatment. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Tyler Fee prays for Judgment on Count VII of his 

petition against separate Defendant Christy Barron, for actual damages in an 

amount that is fair and reasonable and for his costs and expenses incurred herein, 

and for any other such relief the Court deems just and proper. 



Count VIII – Medical Negligence – LPN Ann Slagle 

179. Plaintiff Fee hereby incorporates by reference each and every allegation set 

forth in the paragraphs numbered one through 131 herein, as if fully set forth 

below. 

180. Separate defendant LPN Ann Slagle, deviated from the standard of care and 

was negligent to wit: 

 A. In failing to examine or to ensure that Plaintiff Fee was seen and treated 

 by healthcare providers specializing in closed head injuries on July 8, 2015, 

 following a significant change in Plaintiff Fee’s physical and mental 

 condition after he reported that he had struck his head; 

 B. In failing to examine or to ensure that Plaintiff Fee was seen and treated 

 by healthcare providers specializing in closed head injuries on July 9, 2015, 

 following Plaintiff Fee’s significant change in his physical and mental 

 condition when he again complained that his head was hurting and at the 

 same time his nose was bleeding; 

 C. In failing to examine or to ensure that Plaintiff Fee was seen and treated 

 by healthcare providers specializing in closed head injuries on July11, 2015, 

 following Plaintiff Fee’s significant change in his physical and mental 

 condition when Defendant Slagle was present with Defendant Riseman  as 

 he personally evaluated Plaintiff Fee for the purpose releasing him from 



 suicide watch, and noted that Plaintiff Fee was having trouble with 

 comprehension and his vocabulary, but did not examine Plaintiff Fee’s head, 

 even though he knew Plaintiff had been making complaints regarding a head 

 injury since July 8, 2015; 

D.  In failing to properly treat Plaintiff Fee’s medical condition;   

 E.  In failing to ensure that Plaintiff Fee was seen and treated by 

 healthcare providers specializing in the treatment of individuals with a 

 closed head injury; 

 F. In failing to transport Plaintiff Fee to a hospital emergency room in a 

 timely manner; 

 G. In failing to notify a physician of a significant change in Plaintiff Fee’s 

 physical and/or emotional condition; and 

 H. In failing to properly examine Plaintiff Fee in light of his complaints, 

 medical history, and presenting symptoms. 

181. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence in failing to use such care 

as reasonably prudent healthcare provider would have used under the same or 

similar circumstances, separate Defendant Slagle, in failing to use such reasonable 

care, directly caused or contributed to the injuries sustained by Plaintiff Fee. 

182. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence of Defendant Slagle, the 

fractured skull advanced to a condition causing partial right sided paralysis, forcing 



Plaintiff Fee to undergo unnecessary medical treatment and he will be required to 

receive otherwise unnecessary medical treatment in the future; 

183.  As a direct and proximate result of the negligence of Defendant Slagle, 

Plaintiff Fee’s life expectancy has been greatly reduced. 

184. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence of Defendant Slagle, 

Plaintiff Fee has suffered and will in the future suffer great pain and suffering, both 

mental and physical, medical expenses incurred, and in will in the future incur 

expenses for medical care and treatment. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Tyler Fee prays for Judgment on Count VIII of his 

petition against separate Defendant Ann Slagle, for actual damages in an amount 

that is fair and reasonable and for his costs and expenses incurred herein, and for 

any other such relief the Court deems just and proper. 

Count IX – Medical Negligence – Defendant ACH 

185. Plaintiff Fee hereby incorporates by reference each and every allegation set 

forth in the paragraphs numbered one through 131 herein, as if fully set forth 

below. 

186. ACH personnel were acting within the scope of their employment; therefore 

defendant ACH is vicariously liable for the negligence of ACH personnel 

including the personnel named as individual defendants in this cause of action. 



187. Separate defendant Dr. ACH, deviated from the standard of care and was 

negligent to wit: 

 A. In refusing to allow Plaintiff Fee access to and the continued use of the 

 prescription medications Baclofen, Seroquel and Suboxone which had been 

 prescribed by Plaintiff Fee’s treating physician prior to his arrest and 

 incarceration at the Buchanan County Jail, when Defendant ACH knew or 

 should have known that Plaintiff Fee had previously suffered from a 

 traumatic brain injury and had a seizure disorder, an anxiety disorder and 

 major mental illness and required each of the aforementioned medications as 

 prescribed by his treating physician; 

 B. In failing to examine Plaintiff Fee prior to refusing to allow Plaintiff Fee 

 access to and the continued use of the prescription medications Baclofen, 

 Seroquel and Suboxone which had been prescribed by Plaintiff Fee’s 

 treating physician prior to his arrest and incarceration at the Buchanan 

 County Jail; 

 C. In failing to review Plaintiff Fee’s prior medical history prior to refusing 

 to allow Plaintiff Fee access to and the continued use of the prescription 

 medications Baclofen, Seroquel and Suboxone which had been prescribed 

 by Plaintiff Fee’s treating physician prior to his arrest and incarceration at 

 the Buchanan County Jail; 



 D. In failing to speak with Plaintiff Fee’s treating physician prior to refusing 

 to allow Plaintiff Fee access to and the continued use of the prescription 

 medications Baclofen, Seroquel and Suboxone which had been prescribed 

 by Plaintiff Fee’s treating physician prior to his arrest and incarceration at 

 the Buchanan County Jail; 

 E. In failing to monitor Plaintiff Fee following his refusing to allow Plaintiff 

 Fee access to and the continued use of the prescription medications 

 Baclofen, Seroquel and Suboxone which had been prescribed by Plaintiff 

 Fee’s treating physician prior to his arrest and incarceration at the Buchanan 

 County Jail, to ensure that Plaintiff did not experience a significant change 

 in his physical or mental condition as a result of being removed from said 

 medication; 

 F. In failing to properly treat Plaintiff Fee’s medical condition;   

 G. In failing to ensure that Plaintiff Fee was seen and treated by 

 healthcare  providers specializing in the continued care and treatment of 

 individuals  that had suffered a closed head injury; 

 H. In failing to ensure that Plaintiff Fee was seen and treated by 

 healthcare  providers specializing in the continued care and treatment of 

 individuals  that have an anxiety disorder; 



 I. In failing to ensure that Plaintiff Fee was seen and treated by  healthcare 

 providers specializing in the continued care and treatment of  individuals 

 that suffer from a seizure disorder; and, 

 J. In failing to ensure that Plaintiff Fee was seen and treated by healthcare 

 providers specializing in the continued care and treatment of individuals that 

 suffer from major mental illness. 

 K. In failing to examine or to ensure that Plaintiff Fee was seen and treated 

 by healthcare providers specializing in closed head injuries on July 8, 2015, 

 following a significant change in Plaintiff Fee’s physical and mental 

 condition after he reported that he had struck his head; 

L. In failing to examine or to ensure that Plaintiff Fee was seen and treated 

by healthcare providers specializing in closed head injuries on July 9, 2015, 

following Plaintiff Fee’s significant change in his physical and mental 

condition when he again complained that his head was hurting and at the 

same time his nose was bleeding; 

 M. In failing to examine or to ensure that Plaintiff Fee was seen and treated 

 by healthcare providers specializing in closed head injuries on July 11, 2015, 

 following Plaintiff Fee’s significant change in his physical and mental 

 condition when Defendant Riseman personally evaluated Plaintiff Fee for 

 the purpose of releasing him from suicide watch, and noted that Plaintiff Fee 



 was having trouble with comprehension and his vocabulary, but did not 

 examine Plaintiff Fee’s head, even though he knew Plaintiff had been 

 making complaints regarding a head injury since July 8, 2015; 

N. In failing to examine, or immediately report to her supervisor, or an ACH 

 staff physician, to ensure that Plaintiff Fee was seen and treated by 

 healthcare providers specializing in closed head injuries on July 11, 2015, 

 following Plaintiff Fee’s father calling and speaking to Defendant Barron, 

 after Plaintiff had been released from suicide watch to report a significant 

 change in Plaintiff Fee’s physical and mental condition when Steven Fee 

 reported that Plaintiff was complaining that he had struck his head; 

O. In failing to properly treat Plaintiff Fee’s closed head injury medical 

 condition;   

 P. In failing to ensure that Plaintiff Fee was seen and treated by healthcare 

 providers specializing in the treatment of individuals with a closed head 

 injury; 

188. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence in failing to use such care 

as reasonably prudent healthcare provider would have used under the same or 

similar circumstances, separate Defendant Slagle, in failing to use such reasonable 

care, directly caused or contributed to the injuries sustained by Plaintiff Fee. 



189. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence of Defendant ACH, the 

fractured skull advanced to a condition causing partial right sided paralysis, forcing 

Plaintiff Fee to undergo unnecessary medical treatment and he be required to 

receive otherwise unnecessary medical treatment in the future; 

190.  As a direct and proximate result of the negligence of Defendant ACH, 

Plaintiff Fee’s life expectancy has been greatly reduced. 

191. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence of Defendant ACH, 

Plaintiff Fee has suffered and will in the future suffer great pain and suffering, both 

mental and physical, medical expenses incurred, and in will in the future incur 

expenses for medical care and treatment. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Tyler Fee prays for Judgment on Count IX of his 

petition against Defendant ACH, for actual damages in an amount that is fair and 

reasonable and for his costs and expenses incurred herein, and for any other such 

relief the Court deems just and proper. 
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